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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ASUNCI 02022 201056Z 

ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-20 
10-14 AID-05 HA-05 /103 W 

059541 202027Z/41 

R 191450Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3065 
INFO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 

UNCLAS ASUNCION 2022 

E. O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PERP, AR, PA 

SUBJECT: VILLONE EXTRADTION REQUEST DENIED BY PARAGUAY 

REF: A) AUSNCION 1761 
B) ASUNCION 1610 

1 . JUDGE ELPIDIO ORLANDO LURAGHI, MAY 17, DENIED THE ARGENTINE 
GOVERNMENT'S EXTRADITION REQUEST OF FORMER PRESIDENT ISABEL 
PERON'S INFORMATION SECRETARY JOSE MARIA VILLONE. 

2. THE JUDGE’S DECISION ENDORSED THE DEFENSE ARGUMENT ON 
THREE POINTS: 

A) THE EXTRADITION REQUEST REFERS TO A TREATY THAT NO LONGER 
HAS VALIDITY; B) THE MOTIVES FOR THE REQUEST ARE BASED PRIN- 
CIPALLY ON POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS; C) THE ACCUSED WOULD NOT 
BE TRIED BY REGULAR LEGAL PROCESSES, BUT UNDER A SPECIAL TRIB- 
UNAL OF A REPRESSIVE NATURE. FURTHERMORE, THE DEFENSE REFERRED 
TO THE PREVIOUS DENIAL OF EXTRADITION BY URUGUAY IN THE SAME 
PROCESS AND UNDER "SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES" AS A PRECEDENT. 

3. THE OUTCOME OF THE EXTRADITION REQUEST, AS PREVIOUSLY 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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REPORTED IN REFTELS, WAS SEALED FOR ALL PRACTICAL EFFECTS 
WHEN THE GOVERNMENT PROSECUTOR FOUND THE REQUEST WITHOUT 
GROUNDS. WITH THIS DEVELOPMENT, IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE 
VILLONE MATTER WILL REST, INCLUDING FURTHER ARGENTINE 
MOTIONS, ACCORDING TO GOVERNMENT SOURCES. 
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